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The only other source of recovery would come from a governmental
entity -- such as a city or county -- in which a water main or a sewage
line malfunction is a substantial factor in the landslide occurring. This
process is known as inverse condemnation. Catalano said the
governmental entity will generally claim that they have no
responsibility.

So if a landslide victim's home is over 10 years old, there are only two
options for recovery, and both roads are costly and arduous. Catalano
said the laws have changed over the last decade, making it necessary
to prove negligence on the part of a governmental entity. And as for
the insurance companies, they are working harder than ever before to
challenge landslide claims.

Catalano said that in most cases, the landslide victim has to retain a
lawyer on a contingency basis because of the hundreds of hours and
expert-intensive court proceedings involved in such cases.
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